
FROM EARLY START
TO FULL SWING:
Key moments of our season

This year marked ADVICO’s most active season to date,
with 32 demonstrations harvested across 10 districts
and the team covering over 4,200 km. A total of 1,145
samples were collected, including 346 juice samples and
799 bunch samples. Juice samples were processed for
standard analyses, including Balling, TA and pH, while
bunch samples were measured for bunch and berry
weight, berry volume, and overall uniformity. At most
demo sites, three replicates of each combination—each
replicate comprising a single panel of vines—were
collected to strengthen our dataset and ensure robust,
reliable results, providing insight into how each
combination performs under the region-specific
conditions. 

The harvest began two weeks earlier than usual with our
Chardonnay clone trial at Graham Beck on 6 January.
The early start quickly gained momentum, with
Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay clone and rootstock
trials ripening ahead of schedule. February was action-
packed, with increased focus on Chenin Blanc later in
the month and ongoing management of our white 

cultivar trials across Swartland, Paarl, and
Breedekloof. These white cultivar demos required
multiple visits to ensure each cultivar was harvested
as close to optimal ripeness as possible, reflecting
the careful attention needed for quality outcomes. As
the initial rush subsided, the team shifted focus to our
red cultivar demo at Goudini, comprising 25 different
varieties, with Cabernet Sauvignon clone
demonstrations in Stellenbosch following more
closely in line with previous seasons. Interestingly,
this year our Cabernet demo at Vergelegen was
harvested last, unlike the previous two years, where
the red cultivar demo concluded the season, which
may be attributed to region-specific climatic
conditions.

Across our demos this season, we observed smaller
berry sizes, consistent with the drier conditions
experienced across most regions. Interestingly, this
was offset by slightly larger bunches at some of our
demo sites, which contributed to a slightly higher
crop volume compared to last year.
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Graph 1: Expanding Reach: Demo
Harvests Over the Last Six Years.

Graph 2: Demo Diversity: What We
Harvested This Season.

Turning samples into results,
behind the scenes at the lab

ADVICO

From Sample to Result: Watch
How It Happens

The highlights, the milestones, the journey

“Our season, mapped out – click here to see the journey.”

https://youtube.com/shorts/ChKi1ahyGxQ?feature=share
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o9LM4HX-CilvuPgWXih-Wn6P35hKo0ax/view?usp=sharing


Five irrigation strategies
(Grower practice, ET replacement,

profile filling)
Measured:

Vine water status
Soil water content

Yield, bunch and berry parameters, 
juice composition

cane mass and phenology

We’ve wrapped up the second season of monitoring and
harvest at our Stellenbosch demo site — an exciting
collaboration between ADVICO, South Africa Wine RDI, and
Netafim. Producers face growing challenges with extreme
heat events and uncertainty around the best way to provide
short-term water relief. This is especially true in regions like
Stellenbosch, where irrigation systems are designed for
supplemental use, not intensive irrigation.

Here, we’ve been testing practical irrigation strategies to
help grapevines cope with heat stress. Over two seasons,
we’ve tracked grapevine water status, soil moisture, yield,
and quality to see what really works in the vineyard. Our
goal is simple: to share practical insights that help
winegrowers manage their vineyards when heat events
make irrigation decisions harder. The project will conclude
by the end of 2026, with results to be shared later in the
year.

Similar initiatives are underway in California, where
researchers are exploring irrigation strategies and sensor-
based approaches to support grapevines under heat stress.
While results are not yet published, it highlights a shared
global focus on practical solutions for vineyards facing
extreme temperatures.

Pressure Bomb Measurements of Vine Water Potential,
Emma Carkeek & Gert Engelbrecht (VINPRO)

Helping grapevines beat the heat: 
Season 2 wrap up - Skilpadvlei, Stellenbosch

For more information about our interplanting demos, please visit our website at www.advico.co.za

Graph 1: Sauvignon Blanc – Durbanville (2025 vs 2026) Graph 2: Chenin Blanc – Breedekloof (2025 vs 2026) Graph 3: Cabernet Sauvignon – Stellenbosch (2025 vs 2026)

Berry weight in 2025 vs 2026 – A snapshot from three demo sites - Click on the graph to make it bigger.

Harvest 2026 , ADVICO team at Skilpadvlei - Stellenbosch

Berry Weight Comparison of Sauvignon Blanc Clones (2025 vs 2026) – Durbanville
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Berry Weight Comparison of Chenin Blanc Clones (2025 vs 2026) – Breedekloof

2025 2026

SN 9 SN 24 SN 220 SN 426 SN 481 SN 550 SN 737 ENTAV 880 SN 1061 SN 1064
0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

Chenin Blanc clones

B
er

ry
 w

ei
gh

t i
n 

gr
am

s 
(g

)

2.44

2.04 2.09

1.43

2.25

1.64

2.18

1.51

2.11

1.65

2.03

1.81

2.23

1.57

2.19

1.54

2.15

1.46

2.06

1.51

Berry Weight Comparison of Cabernet Sauvignon Clones (2025 vs 2026) –
Stellenbosch
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pw8H43evaiOaw7o_vLY04ixlczd4KTrA/view?usp=sharing
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